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A History of  Wreaths: Then and Now 
As the Christmas season approaches one may notice the dramatic 
changes that happen to a cemetery. Snow covers the rolling hills and 
dales of  Jefferson Memorial Park and the spring and summer flow-
ers that honored loved ones at rest here change to sturdy evergreen 
wreaths. These wreaths provide symbols of  warmth and compassion 
even during the frigid Pittsburgh winters. Wreaths have long stood to 
honor our dearly departed as well as honor the achievements of  
scholars, poets, and other people of  acclaim. 

Wreaths existed in the Greco-Roman world as symbols of  power and prestige. The early rulers 
and magistrates of  Italy wore wreaths of  laurel, oak, and olive as crowns to showcase their pow-
er. However, wreaths have been used in the context of  burials for just as 
long. To the Greeks and Romans, the never-ending ring of  the wreath 
symbolizes eternal life and wreaths were placed on the graves of  early 
Christian martyrs to illustrate their eternal spirit. Wreaths became more 
elaborate in Nineteenth Century Britain and America where flowers 
weaved within the wreaths came to symbolize purity and the evergreen 
boughs that stay green in winter further enhanced the idea of  wreaths 
honoring life everlasting. 

Today wreaths are still a noticeable part of  American design culture in 
the home and at a loved one’s place of  rest. There is no doubt that this 
coming season if  you come to Jefferson Memorial Park that the symbols 
of  eternal life and eternal accomplishment – the wreath – will stand in 
tribute to the souls resting at peace. 

This winter join Jefferson Memorial Park in commemorating your loved one with a wreath. 



  In the nearly ninety years since the creation of  Jefferson Memorial Park many brave indi-
viduals who served our country have been laid to rest within our cemetery walls. Not all these 
veterans, however, who served our country fought on foreign soil. For Morgan R. Cross, who 
fought in defense of  the Union during the American Civil War, his battle ground was much 
closer to home.  
 Enlisting in the Third Potomac 
Home Brigade on March 22nd of  1864 
at the young age of  eighteen, Private 
Cross would take part in several en-
gagements against the Confederacy in 
Maryland and Virginia. He survived the 
war and his brigade disbanded after the 
Confederacy’s surrender at Appomat-
tox Courthouse on April 9th, 1865. It is 
not clear when Private Cross and his 
wife, Alice, moved to Pittsburgh, but 
they were both laid to rest at Jefferson Memorial Park during the early 1930s. Private Cross is, 
in fact, the fifty-seventh individual laid to rest at the park. 

 Private Cross’s story mirrors many of  the sol-
diers who volunteered to fight for the Union during the 
Civil War. Young men journeyed from across the coun-
try to enlist and fight for their country and many made 
the ultimate sacrifice to preserve the Union and end hu-
man bondage. As Veterans Day approaches take time to 
thank a veteran for their service and think about the 
long history of  men and women who from the Eight-

eenth Century and onward have sacrificed so much to keep our country free from tyranny. 
 For those interested in visiting Private Cross’s memorial you can find it in our Oak Knoll 
Garden, Lot 332, Space 1. He is buried with his wife Alice and the marker will read GAR - 
Grand Army of  the Republic, commemorating his service. 

Mark your calendar! 

December 2, 2018  
Tree Lighting Ceremony 

4:30 pm -  6:00 pm 
 

January 2019 
Remembrance Ceremony 

May 27, 2019 
Memorial Day Service 

 
 

April 2019 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Je erson Pro les: Morgan Cross, Veteran of the Civil War 



Decorated Pine Wreath 
Decorated with Holly, available with or without 

Pinecones in 18” and 24” Sizes 
 

Item  #W435 (With Pinecones) 
Item #W438 (Without Pinecones) 

 
18”………………….………$60 
24”………………………….$72 

Deluxe Pine Tree 
24” Deluxe Half Tree decorated with  

Red Pinecones and Three Bows 
 

Item #T438…………..………..$55 
 

Crypt Front Floral Arrangement 
Deluxe Red Poinsettia with Gold Accents 

Available for Outdoor Crypts Only 
 

Item #G175………………………………..$37 
 

Wreaths and Trees will be mounted on a sturdy steel stand.  All prices include tax and placement. 

 

Winter Blanket 
Full Pine Blanket available with and  

without 16’ wreath 
 

Item #B231 Blanket with 16” wreath…….…$122 
Item #B232 Blanket w/no wreath..…………...$94 
Item #B233 Half Blanket w/no wreath……….$53 
    *wreath not available for half blankets 



Name of Deceased Interment Loca on 
(if known) 

Year of 
Interment 

Item # 
Wreath/Blanket 

Size 
Total Price 

           
           
           
           
           
           
           
    Grand Total   

This year we are again pleased to offer a selection of fine quality Christmas Decorations for place-
ment on gravesites.  Pictures of the available styles are shown on the previous page for your in-home 
selection.  These styles are on display in our office for your inspection and purchase Monday - Friday, 
9AM to 5PM and Saturday 9AM to 4:30PM.   

*Detach and mail to:  
Jefferson Memorial Park, Inc. 

401 Curry Hollow Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236  

 
*Make all checks payable to: 

Jefferson Memorial Park  
 
*Phone orders can be placed at 412-655-4500 
  and must be  placed no later than: 

December 14.   -Credit Card Only 

Weather permitting, we will begin placing wreaths starting December 3 and then winter blankets the 
following week.  To guarantee placement by Christmas, all orders MUST be received no later than 
December 14. If you wish to keep any items, please remove them personally no later than February 
28, 2019.  Items not removed by the family will be disposed of by cemetery personnel. 

Name: 

Address: 

  

Phone #: 

Email: 

Credit Card #: 

Name On CC: 

Exp. Date: 

3-Digit Verification: 
*Your card info will be shredded after billing 

Cemetery: 412-655-4500 401 Curry Hollow Road, Pittsburgh PA 15236 Funeral Home: 412-655-4501
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